PREFACE

This second volume of "Histories and Memories of the Town of Belmont"
covers many more remaining phases of the Town of Belmont.

I have chosen to add one more Chapter to include brief biographies
of residents of the past and present who have lived in the Town of Belmont
for some odd years. It does not include part-time residents in the small
subdivisions or in mobile homes that live here for only a few months out
of a year.

I want to thank my wife, Alta, for her many hours in doing research
and making telephone calls for me for information for the blographies; to
Mrs. Gail Springsteen for her fine job of typing volume one; to Mrs. Leona
Larson for her fine job of typing this second volume; to the Palmer Publish-
ing Company of Amherst for their courtesy, efficiency and excellent printing
work and last but not least, to all who contributed their family information
to help make these biographies possible.
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CHAPTER 1

BELMONT'S VETERANS AND THEIR ORGANIZATIONS



BELMONT'S VETERANS OF ALIL WARS
REVOLUTIONARY WAR

There are no known American Revolutionary War Veterans buried in the Town-
ship of Belmont.

WAR OF 1812

The people of the Town of Belmont are proud to have the distinction of hav-
ing one Veteran of the War of 1812 buried in the township. This man is Steven
Fletcher, who died August 22, 1871. He had reached the age of 76 years. He is
buried in the First Belmont Cemetery.

One early account about this man dates back to the winter of 1862-1863. It
was the winter of the deep snow and severe cold weather. Mr, Fletcher froze his
feet so badly that one foot had to be amputated between the toes and the ankle.

WAR OF THE REBELLION 1861-65

The following are the names of men, mostly farmers, who left their families
and theilr farms and joined the Union forces to fight for the Union cause,

Some of these brave men in blue never did return to their homes and families
in the north, but lie buried under southern sod.

Some of these brave men returned to their homes and families in the north,
only to suffer the remaining years of their lives from wounds that they received
during the war.

The Town of Belmont was lucky to have most of their men return from the war
and carry on a useful and enterprising life. The following are the names of most
of the Civil War Veterans from the Town of Belmont and where they were buried.

FIRST BELMONT CEMETERY

John S. Turner Co. B, 4th Wisconsin Cav.
Almon Turner 3rd Btry, Light Arty.
Lorenzo H. Starks Co. B, l4th Wisconsin Inf.
Luke D. Scott Co. C, 44th Wisconsin Inf.
Edward D. L. Kent Co. E, 18th Wisconsin Inf.
J. H. Roberts Co. D, 64th New York Inf.
John Hughes Co. ¥, 1st California Inf.
Willard Dearing Co. A, 42nd Wisconsin Inf.
John M. Collier Co. A, 42nd Wisconsin Inf.
John Eggleston Co. B, 21lst Wisconsin Inf.
James Smith Co. E, 18th Wisconsin Inf.
William Tunks Co. C, l4th Wisconsin Inf.
Albert Taylor Co. C, l4th Wisconsin Inf.
Noah Strong Co. H, 16th Wisconsin Inf.
Wm. Edminster Co. E, 18th Wisconsin Inf.
Wm. H. Dickenson Co. C, 10th Kansas Inf.
Hannibal Culver Co. B, 10th Wisconsin Inf.
Alvin Blood Co. E, 32nd Wisconsin Inf.
Edson Casey Co. A, 47th Wisconsin Inf.



GREENVALE CEMETERY

Thomas Bacon Co. E, 18th Wisconsin Inf.
Stephan Combes Co., I, 8th Michigan Cav.
David N, Towne Co. C, 44th Wisconsin Inf.
Sylvester Towne Co. C, 44th Wisconsin Inf

J. E. Lovejoy Co. B, 1lst Michigan E. Andm.

EILMWOOD CEMETERY

Charles S. DeVoin Co. A, 42nd Wisconsin Inf.
John H. Fenton Co. K, 7th Wisconsin Inf.
William Grant Co. D, 47th Wisconsin Inf.
Charles M. Sawyer Co. A, 42nd Wisconsin Inf.
S. H. Sawyer Co. E, 18th Wisconsin Inf.
Merrill Hewitt Co. B, 37th Wisconsin Inf.

ST. PATRICK'S CEMETERY, TOWN OF LANARK
Patrick Stinson Co. I, 18th Wisconsin Inf.
BADGER CEMETERY, TOWN OF LANARK
Arthur Fletcher Co. E, 21st Wisconsin Inf.
PLEASANT VALLEY CEMETERY, TOWN OF DAYTON
Asa S, DeVoin Co. A, 8th Reg. Wisconsin Vols.,.
Lester L. Hawes enlisted at Waupaca, in Company D, 15th Wisconsin Vols,
He was sent to St. Louls, Mo., where he was taken sick with the smallpox and
as the result he died there and was buried there,
John W, Fletcher remained in the south, only to be killed by John Taylor,
a noted desperado in Chattanocoga, Tenn. John W. Fletcher enlisted at Waupaca in

the 3rd Battalion, Light Arty.

The following are presumed to be buried where they died, as there are no
records of burials in the Town of Belmont.

John Otis, killed at the Battle of Vicksburg, May 22, 1862, member of Co.
B, 1l4th Wisconsin Vols.

Benjamin Dean, died August 4, 1862, Macon, Ga.

Cyrus Fairbanks, died May 16, 1865, Willetts Point, N. Y.
Reuben Edminster, died May 9, 1862, Evansville, Ind.
Jonas White, died May 16, 1864, Memphis, Tenn.

Robert W. Sanders enlisted November 6, 1861, died June 18, 1883, in the
Company hospital of some disease, at Lake Providence, Louisiana.

Jesse L. White, Co. H, 3rd Cav., enlisted at Stevens Point, December 17,
1861 and was discharged January 5, 1863, for disability. He died and was buriled
in Minnesota.



David R. Morgan, Pvt. Co, I, 16th Wis. Inf. His name appears in both the
1860 and the 1870 Federal Census for the Town of Relmont.

Thomas H. Tupper, Cpl. Co. I, 16th Wis. Inf. He enlisted November 5,
1861 and died in a Company hospital November 16, 1862, at Grand Junction, Miss-
issippi. :

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC
(G. A R.)

On April 6, 1866, Dr. Stephenson
and twelve Comrades of the Civil War,
met in a second floor room on South
Park Ave., Decatur, Illinois, and it
was there that Dr. Stephenson organ-
ized the first Post of the Grand Army
of the Republic. (G. A. R.)

Wisconsin was the second state to
organize a Department of the Grand
Army of the Republic., The first in
Wisconsin was Lucius Fairchild Post,
founded in Madison, Wisconsin,

The G. A. R, was established in
1866 and nearly became extinct by the
1870's.,

The first Post 1n Portage County was the Irvin Eckels Post No. 16, at Am-
herst, organized on April 15, 1880. The Plover Post No. 149 was organized March
21, 1884, followed by Stevens Point Post No. 156, and Belmont Post No. 115 was
chartered June 15, 1888,

There were two No. 115 G. A. R. Posts. The first one was located in Cumber-
land, Wisconsin, and was disbanded in the early 1880's. Evidently, in the 1880's,
as the G. A, R. once again became very powerful through re-organization, Post
115 was assigned to the Belmont Post, at Blaine. The Belmont Post gave up their
charter about 1902. This information was all obtained through the G. A. R. Memor-
ial Hall Museum in the State Capitol at Madison, Wisconsin.

Waupaca Post, dated November 5, 1902, The G. A. R. of Blaine have given
up their Charter, so many of the old Soldiers have died and so few attend.

I'rom the Descriptive Book of Belmont Post No. 115, found in the G. A. R.
Memorial MHall Museum, is a list of the members, their Company, rank, time of ser-
vice and where each wero born.

MEMBERS OF THE BELMONT POST NO. 115

Pvt. Ldward L. Kent Co. kE, 18th Reg. 12-14~61 3-14-65
Pvt, Wn. H. Edminster Co. E, 18th Reg, 12-10-62 8=4-65
Pvt. I.. H. Starks Co. B, l4th Reg. 2-6-64 9-22-65
Ist Sgt. F. L. West Co. D, 15th N. Y. 8-8-62 6-11-65
Pvt. Albert Taylor Co. I, 1l4th Reg. 12-7-61 10-9-65
Pvit. Merritt J. Curtis Co. C, 1lst Cav. 10-29~64 7-19-65
Pvt William Plerce Co. D, 32 Reg. 11-20-63 7-12-65



Pvt. Luke D. Scott Co. D, 44th Reg. 9-21-64 7-11-65
Pvt., John M, Collier Co. A, 42nd Reg. 8-29-64 6-11~65
Sgt. John S. Turner Co. B, 4th Cav. 12-28-63 5-28-66
Pvt. Henry Price Co. H, 42nd Reg. 8-15-62 6-20-65
Corpl. John H., Fenton Co. K, 7th Reg. 9~1-61 9-1-64
1st Sgt. Stillman H. Sawyer Co. E, 18th Reg. 12-10-61 4-30-65
Pvt Loren E. Buck Co. H, 18th Reg. 9-22-64 5-31-65
Pvt. J. E. Lovejoy Co. B, 1lst Mich. 12-29-63 9-22-65
Pvt. Theodore Myers Co. B, 1l4th Reg. 9-12-61 10-9-65
Pvt. David N, Towne Co. I, 44th Reg. 9-21-64 8-28-65
Pvt. Edson Casey Co. A, 47th Reg. 2-10-65 5-25-65
Pvt. Patrick Stinson Co. I, 18th Reg. 9-22-64 6-2-65
Pvt., Willard Dearing Co. A, 42nd Reg. 8-24-64 6-29-65
Pvt. Archibald Marvin Co. I, 10th N.,Y, H.A. 12- =63 7- =65
Pvt. Chet M., Turner Co. I, 1st Wis. Cav., 11-3-64 7-19-65
lst Class Dennis Leahy Co. A, 5th Mo.Vol. 5-15-61 10-4-64
Pvt. Arthuer Fletcher Co. E, 21st Reg, 11-11-63 7-12-65
Pvt. Christopher Bacon Co. 8-16-61 7-18-65
Pvt. Thomas G. Bacon Co. E, 18th Reg. 12-16-61 12-13-62
Pvt. Hannibal Culver Co. B, 10th Reg. 9-14-61 11-3-64
Pvt. Patric Bowden Co« D

Pvt. Frank Nichols Co. D 1-30-62 1864

WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS
W.R.C,

The Belmont Woman's Relief Corps No. 115, of Blaine, Wisconsin, was an
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic Post No. 115, at Blaine. They were
organized May 15, 1895, with twelve Charter Members.

The twelve Charter Members were: Annie Hawkins, Susan Scott, Mary Hawes,
Anna McIntyre, Bertha Casey, Sara Fletcher, Hannah Taylor, Eavis Curtis, Celestia

Love joy, Clara Collier, Sarah Kent and Carrie Fletcher.

The Woman's Relief Corps No. 115, continued to function until March 1933,
when it disbanded. This information was sent to me by Violet Thiele, Sec'y,
Headquarters Department of Wisconsin Woman's Relief Corps, 924 West Theresa lLane,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

SON'S OF UNION VETERANS

The Son's of the Union Veterans were organized in 1883. They were formed
as a result of the Grand Army of the Republic.

Sherman Camp No. 5, Blaine, Wisconsin, was mustered in February 1, 1895,
with a membership of seventeen, by the Captain and members of J. A. Welton Camp
of Plover. Sherman Camp No. 5 was very successful and by 1899 they had twenty-
six members., This bit of information came from the Memorial Hall Museum, in the
State Capitol, Madison, Wisconsin.

I was not able to acquire any additional information about the Son's of
Union Veterans from Grove Huff, of 1809 N. Davies Drive, Oconomowoc, Wisconsin,
who is the 1984 Department Commander of the Wisconsin Son's of Unlon Veterans.
I also did not receive any answer from the National Headquarters in Gettysburg, Pa.



The Son's of the Union Veterans organization did out live the G. A. R.,
but for how long I cannot find out,

WAUPACA POST, DATED MARCH 13, 1902, BLAINE NEWS

There will be a Lincoln Metal Declamatory contest and literary entertain-
ment at the K,0.T.M. Hall at Blaine, Friday evening, March 21, under the auspices
of Sherman Camp No. 5, Son's of Veterans, after which a maple syrup supper will
be served. Admission 10¢, supper 25¢, children half price. D. W. Sawyer, Captain.

WAUPACA POST, DATED NOVEMBER 5, 1903, BLAINE NEWS

The Son's of Veterans and the Maccabees had a doing to raise money for
charity.

WAUPACA POST, DATED FEBRUARY 1, 1906, BLAINE NEWS

The Son's of Veterans and the Ladies Relief Corps, held an installation of
officers at Casey's Hall Saturday. Dinner was served.

The G. A. R, and the Son's of the Union Veterans held their meetings in the
Luke Scott hall., Some have said that the G. A, R. buillt this building, but I have
not been able to prove or disprove this. I have heard that when Henry Stinson
moved onto this place that there were still Civil War articles on the walls of
the building.
I. 0. G. T.

WAUPACA RECORD, DATED JULY 4, 1901

The Order of Good Templars organized near Utica, New York, on June 10,
this being their 50th Anniversary.

WAUPACA POST, DATED FEBRUARY 6, 1902, BLAINE NEWS

"A temperance lecture will be held at the Blaine Church Monday evening,
February 10. It is expected a Good Templars Lodge will be organized.

WAUPACA POST, DATED MARCH 6, 1902, BELMONT NEWS
The 1.0.G.T. (Independent Order of Good Templars) Lodge was organized in
this place a week ago, seems to be prospering. Nearly every meeting new members
are being initiated.

WAUPACA POST, DATED MARCH 13, 1902, BELMONT NEWS

The Good Templars now hold their meetings every Tuesday evening at the L. D.
Scott Hall, instead of the Ward Hall, where they first held them.



CHAPTER 2

CAMPS & CORPORATIONS



ASBURY ACRES

Welcome sign to Asbury
Acres. This fully colored
painted sign shows the camp

complex.,

This is an aerial view of the dining hall, the large bullding to the left
in the picture.

In the upper left hand corner, shows.the northeast shore line of Pickerel
Lake.

At the end of road, in the trees, in the upper right hand is the Denjamin
Family Area.



PORTAGE COUNTY COURTHOUSE, STEVENS POINT, WISCONSIN
Volume 297, page 164
Articles of . Merger

Merging

West Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Church and
Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church

Into

East Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the Methodist Church
whose Corporate Name 1s changed to Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of
the United Methodist Church, Inc.

1. The Wisconsin Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church
is the only corporation of the three corporations which has members having voting
rights, the total number being 19, 19 Members were present in person or proxy at
the meeting held December 1, 1969, at which the attached Plan of Merger was adopted
and voted in favor of such Plan and no members voted against it.

2. East Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the Methodist Church
has no members or no members having voting rights; the attached Plan has received
the affirmative vote of a majority of the directors (Trustees) in office, the date
of the meeting as of which the Plan was adopted being December 13, 1969,

3. West Wisconsin Conference of the Methodist Church has no members or no
members having voting rights; the attached Plan has received the affirmative vote
of the majority of the directors (Trustees) in office, the date of the meeting as
of which the Plan was adopted being December 13, 1969,

4. Attached hereto is the Plan of Merger as so approved and adopted.

5. By virtue of the adoption of the Plan of Merger as recited in paragraph
2, the name of the FEast Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the Methodist
Church is amended to be '"Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the United Metho-
dist Church, Inc."

Other volumes and pages that are shown on the original of this Merger are:
Volume 33, page 208; Volume 240, page 6073 Volume 165, page 18 and Volume 20, page
138 and also reel number 513, no. 1679.

ASBURY ACRES

It was the beginning, at an East Wisconsin Conference meeting when it was
decided to purchase a second campsite in the Waupaca vicinity. The following is
the progress that followed.

Taken from a publication issued on the 25th Anniversary Celebration, Aug-
ust 12, 1979, of the founding of Asbury Acres.

In the early 1950's the Methodists of East Wisconsin Conference began in
earnest to search for "a new campsite to supplement the work and witness made
possible in Christian Education at Camp Byron'. The conference had for years
rented facilities at Lake Geneva and in more recent years at Camp Bird. It had



been "a dream of the Conference for years to have its own Camp on a Lake".

After a long search they agreed on a sight and at the 1953 Annual Conference
the purchase was authorized. This was a tract of abandoned farms around Pickerel
Lake in Belmont Township in Portage County. At the 1954 Annual Conference, the
Conference agreed to call it Asbury Acres. Five times since the original purchase
small tracts on the periphery have been added.

In the same publication under the heading of Historical Highlights are:

1953 Purchase of first acreage.

1954 Special Committees established.

1956 Asbury Board organized.

1958 Dining hall being built and additional land purchased.

1961 Started building winterized cabins.

1962 Set up seven elementary campsite units in the west woods.
Purchased 80 additional acres.

1963 Completed Fellowship Hall, drilled a new well.

1967 Mr. David Crawford is employed as resident camp manager.
Camp has grown to 525 acres

1968 The four camping areas are ready for full usage.

1969 Health center completed.

1977 Michael Weigand hired as camp manager,
Completed transaction of the Wm. Asen property.

1979 25th Anniversary Celebration.

1980 The future looks good.

The name Asbury Acres was chosen in memory of Francis Asbury, who was the
first Bishop of.the Methodist Episcopal Church.

Some have said that the name, Asbury Acres, was chosen as a result of a
JYouth Group contest, while others say not.

ASBURY ACRES

The following are warranty deed records that can be found on the land
transaction in the Register of Deeds Office in Stevens Point. The years seem to
differ considerably from the dates given in the booklet on the 25th Anniversary
Celebration when the various properties were purchased.

WARRANTY DEED 205, page 490

Register of Deeds Office, Stevens Point, Wisconsin

Number THIS INDENTURE, made this 23rd day of May, A. D. 1950, between
910990 HAZELLE W. PALMER, of Portage County, Wisconsin, widow and sgrvivigg
joint tenant of Charles C. Palmer, late of Portage County, Wlsconsin,
deceased, party of the first part, and WISCONSIN CONFERENCE BOARD OF
TRUSTEES OF THE METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, party of the second part.

Witnesseth, That the said party of the first part, for and in consider-
ation of the sum of ONE ($1.00) DOLLAR and other valuable consideration to her
in hand paid by the said party of the second part, the receipt whereof is here-
by confessed and acknowledged has given, granted, bargained, sold, remised, re-
leased, aliened, conveyed and confirmed, and by these presents does give, grant,
bargain, sell, remise, release, alien, convey and confirm unto said party of the

second part, ITS heirs and assigns forever, the following described real estate,
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situated in the County of PORTAGE and State of Wisconsin, to-wit:

The Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section Five, the South-
east Quarter of the Southeast Quarter and the Fast Half of the Southwest Quarter
of the Southeast Quarter of Section Six, the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest
Quarter and the North Half of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of
Section Eight, All in Township Twenty-one (21) North, of Range Ten (10) FEast, also
the Fast Half of the Northwest Quarter of sald Section Elght excepting therefrom
three parcels described respectively as follows:

“"The Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter in Section Five."

It was on this quarter section that the homestead of Daniel Larson was
located. Later it was owned by Roy Benjamin who farmed it for many years before
it was sold to Charles C. Palmer.

After the Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal
Church purchased the property the buildings were all removed. All that remains
today is a part of the barn foundation. This is now called the Benjamin Family
Area.

"The Southeast Quarter of the Southeast Quarter in Section Six."

This was also a part of the original Daniel Larson farm, later belonging to
Roy Benjamin and lastly Alyce Zimmer,

"The Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter and North half of the
Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter in Section Eight."

This all later became a part of the West half of the Northwest Quarter
that was owned by Starr Polley by 1876, By 1895, it belonged to Samuel Furlong.

Before 1915, the Northwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter and the North
half of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter belonged to William C.
Madson. Some years later it was owned by Henry Hess before it was sold to Charles
C. Palmer.

Sometime just after World War I, Walter E. Wied moved onto the South half
of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter. This was the twenty with the
buildings that are on private property today.

"East Half of the Northwest Quarter, in Section eight, except the three
parcels mentioned following these descriptions.”

Before 1876, A. Blood owned this property and by 1895 it belonged to Wm. C.
Madson, who sold land in the Northeast corner of the Northeast Quarter of the North-
west Quarter of said section to the Blaine Tent No. 42, Knights of the Maccabees
in 1899. For further details refer to the chapter on Knights of the Maccabees.

The farm later became the property of Henry Hess who farmed it for many
years before retiring. Oscar Keenlance farmed it for a short time before it was
purchased by Charles C. Palmer. Since Asbury Acres has taken over, all buildings
have been removed.

In the Southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter
of said section Eight, is private property, that was once the location of a



country store before being converted into a garage. For further details refer
to the chapter on stores and markets.

FIRST PARCEL: Commencing at the northeast corner of the Northeast Quarter
of the Northwest Quarter of said Section Eight, thence South Twenty (20) feet,
thence West parallel with the North line thereof Sixty-six (66) rods, thence
South Forty-six feet, thence West Fourteen (14) rods to the West line of saild
forty, thence North to the Northwest corner of sald forty, thence East on said
North line to beginning.

SECOND PARCEL: Beginning Twenty (20) feet south of the northeast corner of
sald Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section Eight, thence South
Fifteen (15) rods, thence West Sixteen (16) rods, thence North Fifteen (15) rods,
thence East Sixteen (16) rods to beginning.

THIRD PARCEL: Commencing at the Southeast corner of the Southeast Quarter
of the Northwest Quarter of Section Eight, thence West Forty (40) rods, thence
North Sixteen (16) rods, thence East Forty (40) rods, thence South Sixteen (16)
rods, to beginning, and being the East forty (40) rods of the South Sixteen (16)
rods of said East Half of the Northwest Quarter of said Section Eight (8).

The first parcel is the description of the Public right-of-way from County
Trunk A, by the Blaine Hall (Belmont Town Hall), to Pickerel Lake, with the turn-
a-round at the lake.

The second parcel is the legal description of the property of the Belmont
Town Hall. This also can be found under the heading of the Blaine Tent No. 42,
Knights of the Maccabees.

The third parcel is the legal description for the private property of Henning
and Arlene Gneist in 1984. There has heen many changes in ownership of this little
corner piece of Section Eight in the last 127 years. This was once part of the
original Patent that Noah Strong received from the United States Government,

August 14, 1858.

The Luman Taylor's had a country store believed to be the first store in the
Town of Belmont, as early as the late 1800's, It was sold to John L. Peterson
in 1921, who later bullt a poured cement garage and a new cement block house.

John Porter was the last one to run the garage. He later sold out to Hen~-
ning and Arlene Gneist, who have torn down the old garage and erected a new two
car private garage of their own. More details can be found under Blaine Garage
and Stores and Markets.

WARRANTY DEED 205, PAGE 491

This Indenture was also made on the 23rd of May, 1950, between Charles K.
Reinicke, an unmarried man, of Portage County and Wisconsin Conference Board
of Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

The following real estate was purchased: The Northeast Quarter of the South-
west Quarter in Section Five (5). This is the old Charles Taylor homestead. Hat-
tie Taylor, wife of Ernest Taylor had a hat shop there and I was told that they
also sold a few groceries. These bulldings all have been removed for several
years now and is all planted to pines. This property has been owned by Peter
Dombroski and Alyce Zimmer before its purchase by Asbury Acres.
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The West One half of the Southeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of
Section Five (5).

This also belonged to Charles Taylor, Peter Dombroski and Alyce Zimmer. It
was in this parcel that the Blaine Baseball team had their diamond for several
years., It is here I spent many enjoyable Sunday afternoons playing baseball with
the Blaine team in the Central Amateur League.

WARRANTY DEED 206, PAGE 618

This Indenture was made the 15th of November, 1954, between Ignatz Nowo-
tarski, a widower and the Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the Methodist
Episcopal Church for the following parcel of land.

"East One-half of the Northeast Quarter of Section Seven"

I will name some of the owners of this parcel of land. 1In 1895 it belonged
to Andrew Hanson. In 1915 it belonged to Glenn Dent. Other owners were Loren
Buck and Stanley Czajkowski. The buildings all have been removed or torn down,
The old house was moved about eighty rods to the east.

WARRANTY DEED 214, PAGE 552

This Indenture was made the 17th of July, 1957, between William Asen and
Rose M. Asen, his wife, and the Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the
Methodist Church, a corporation located at Waukesha, Wisconsin, for the following
parcel of land.

"The East One-half of the South East quarter of the South West quarter of
Section five, except the Northerly Ten (10) acres thereof."

This ten acres contains the dwellings of the Asen's. The sale of this par-
cel is found in Warranty Deed 380, page 355, September 28, 1977.

Commencing at a stake in the southeast corner of the Fast one-half of the
South East Quarter of the South West Quarter, of Section Five, thence North on
the line fourteen (1l4) vods, thence West Eleven and three sevenths (11 3/7) rods,
thence South to the line between sections Five and Eight, thence East on a line
to the place of beginning, which contains one acre of land according to survey,

This was the location of the Pickerel Lake School, (School District No., 8)
from 1867 until it was consolidated with the Almond School District in 1951,
The buildings all have been removed and the area is planted to pine trees.

WARRANTY DEED 380, PAGE 355

This deed dated September 28, 1977, between William Asen, a single man and
the Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
was for the following parcel of land. The North East Quarter of the South East
Quarter of the South West Quarter.

This now brings the total acreage owned by Asbury Acres to over Five (5)
hundred acres.

When the Methodist Episcopal Church, Belmont Township, Portage County, Wis-

consin, known as the Blaine Community Methodist Church, ceased to hold services
in 1961, it was deeded to the East Wisconsin Conference Board of Trustees of the
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Methodist Church, but with this stipulation. '"Provided that the church building
upon -said premises is to be available for use by the people in the Blaine com-
munity for worship services, funerals and the like, as need may arise." Warranty
Deed 225, page 557. Full details are under Blaine Community Church.

FOUNTAIN LAKE LAND YACHT HARBOR, INC.

It was at East Troy, in Walworth County, where the inception of the Fountain
Lake Land Yacht Harbor, Inc. had its beginning.

In Mr., George Cobb's letter to me dated February 3, 1984, he related to me
how it all came about.

Mr. Cobb said it was at a rally, I presume it was a Wally Byam Caravan Club
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International, Inc. rally that Mr. and Mrs. George Cobb were attending when they
learned that Mr. Gilbert Diehl, of Route 2, Almond, Wisconsin, was also present

and just happened to own several hundred acres of land around and near Fountain
Lake.

Since Mr. Cobb's group was involved with the Airstream Park project and
were looking for land to buy where they could construct a park for Alrstream
Trailers only, Mr. Cobb took the opportunity to ask Mr. Diehl, if he would sell
them some land for such a park and Mr. Diehl's answer was yes.

When Mr., Cobb informed the rest of the group that he had found the needed
land for their park, their interest was aroused. Many of the members visited the
site and found it satisfactory.

A committee of three was given the authority to purchase the land, so it was
Jim Mauch, Bernard Geffers and George Cobb, who closed the deal for the land on
October 16, 1973.

Volume 330, page 88, Articles of Agreement in the Register of Deeds office
in Stevens Point, Portage County, State of Wisconsin dated the sixteenth day of
October, A. D., 1973.

This agreement made and concluded between Gilbert A. Diehl and Fountain Lake
Land Yacht Harbor, Inc., for the following parcels of land: The South one half
of the Sout West Quarter; the West one half of the South West Quarter of the South
East Quarter and the East one half of the South West Quarter of the South East
Quarter, all in section ten (10), Township 21 North, Range 10 East, Town of Bel-
mont.,

The next step was to draw up the Articles of Incorporation. So in Volume
330, page 514, dated November 15, 1973, this was done.

The following are only a few of the articles that best explains the functions
of Fountain Lake Land Yacht Harbor, Inc.

ARTICLE 1. The name of the corporation is Fountaln lLake Land Yacht Harbor,
Inc.

ARTICLE 2. The period of existence shall be perpetual.

ARTICLE 3. The purpose shall be to provide lots and general camping facil-
ities on the premises owned by the corporation to owners of Airstream Trailers
who are both members in good standing of the Wally Byam Caravan Club International,
Inc., and who have leased one or more lots on the corporation property.

No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be to carry-
ing on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation and the
corporation shall not participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing
or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate
for public office.

This corporation shall be conducted on a non-profit basis and moneys accrued
shall be used for the maintenance and development of corporation facilities.

ARTICLE 13. The name and address of incorporator or incorporators.
George Cobb, 411 Grace Street, Waupun, WI 53963
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CHAPTER 3

CEMETERIES



OAKWOOD CEMETERY

State of Wisconsin
Portage County
Town of Belmont

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that on the 30th day of May, A. D.,
1878, at the grounds selected on the farm of A. A. Scott, on the North West quarter
of section number ten, in said town, L. E. Buck, William Grant, J. H. Fenton, Alvan
Pike, J. E., Widrick, Charles Halfhide, C. H. Scott, A. A. Scott, H. A. Sawyer, S. F.
Devoin, C. S. Devoin, residing in said county, met to form an association for the
purpose of procuring and holding lands to be used exclusively for a cemetery; Where-
as, upon by a vote of the majority of said persons the undersigned A. A. Scott was
duly elected chairman and L. E. Buck was duly elected secretary of the said meet-
ing and the said persons did then and there determine that the said Association
shall be called the Oakwood Cemetery Association of Belmont, that the annual meeting
of said association shall be held on the 30th day of May of each year, that the
number of trustees to manage the affairs of the same shall be three (3), and the
persons then and there elected were: William Grant, Charles Sanders and J. H. Fen-
ton as said trustees and have been classified by the undersigned according to law.

William Grant is to hold his office as trustee for one year, Charles Sanders
for two years and J. H. Fenton for three years.

Witness our hands this 30th day of May, A. D., 1878 in presence of:

S. H. Sawyer A, A. Scott, Chairman

S. F. DeVoin L. E. Buck, Secretary

Be it remembered that on the 5th day of November A. D. 1878, personally came
before me the above named A. A. Scott and L. E. Buck, to me known to be the persons
who executed and signed the above Articles of Association and acknowledged the same
to be their free act and deed, for the use and purpose therein mentioned.

J. S. Dopp, Justice of the Peace
OAKWOOD CEMETERY

Whereas, the oak trees are gone and we now have elm trees around our cemetery;
Therefore, be it resolved, or moved that we change the name from Oakwood Cemetery to
Elmwood Cemetery.

We hereby certify that said resolution or motion was carried by unanimous
vote of the members of the Oakwood Cemetery at its' annual meeting May 30, 1923,

Mrs. Anna Doughty, Chailrman
D. W. Sawyer, Secretary

Signed and sworn to, before me this 3rd day of July A. D., 1923.
Ernest E. Ingle, Notary Public

DEEDS VOLUME 30, PAGE 428

This indenture made this fifth day of November, 1878, between Asahel A. Scott
and Mary F. Scott, his wife, residents of the county of Portage and State of Wis-
consin, party of the first part and William Grant, Charles Sanders and John H. Fen-
ton, trustees of the Oakwood Cemetery Association, residents of the said county and
state aforesaid party of the second part.
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For the consideration of the sum of one ($1.00) dollar.

All of the following described piece or parcel of land lying in the county of
Portage and state of Wisconsin, known and described as follows, to wit; Commencing
sixty (60) rods west of the north east corner of the north east quarter of the
north west quarter of section number 10, in the township number 21 north of range
number 10 east, thence running west in the center of the highway twelve rods and
65/100 rods, thence south twelve rods and 65/100 rods, thence east twelve rods
and 65/100 rods, thence north twelve rods and 65/100 rods to the place of begin-
ning, containing one acre of land.

Before the burial sites were all taken up, it was necessary to obtain more
land for future use. Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Steinke consented to sell one acre of land
to the cemetery association that joined the south side of the present cemetery,
making one continual cemetery, containing two acres of land. :

There are over 160 known burials in this cemetery, including about a dozen
war veterans,.

ELMWOOD CEMETERY (Oakwood)

That much dreaded Dutch Elm disease took its toll in that beautiful 1little
country cemetery and the final few remaining had to be destroyed in 1979. 1In
1980, a group got together and made a drive for some funds to replace the elms
that were destroyed. In 1980, eight year old Blue Spruce were planted down both
the east and west side, with some younger ones planted across the south side. In
1984, a new cemetery sign was made and erected,

WARRANTY DEED, VOLUME 373, DAGE 679

Deed between Erwin C. Steinke and Evelyn H., Steinke, his wife, and Elmwood
Cemetery Association, F/K/A Oakwood Cemetery.

For the conslderation of one dollar and other considerations.

A parcel of land in the northeast % of the northwest % of section 10, Town-
ship 21 north, Range 10 east, bounded by a line commencing in the center of the
highway 60 rods west of the northeast corner of said northeast % of the northwest

%, of section 10, T. 21 N., R. 10 E., running thence west in the center of the
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highway 12.65 rods, thence south 12.65 rods, to the place of beginning, said point
being the southwest corner of the parcel now owned by said cemetery association,
thence east 12.65 rods, thence south 12.65 rods, thence west 12.65 rods, thence

north 12.65 rods to place of bheginning.

Executed at Waupaca, Wisconsin, 2nd day of June 1977,
Laurie W. Anderson, Lawyer.

ELMWOOD CEMETERY

OLDEST DATES ON MARKERS IN ELMWOOD CEMETERY

Sarah E., wife of A. S. Gould, born George W. Fenton, son of J. H. & H.,

Feb, 16, 1827, died Nov, 29, 1863 died April 5, 1869, aged 6 yr's, 1l
mo's & 17 d's.

Fanny A., dau of S. F. & F. A. M. C. Bent, passed to the Spirit,
Devoin. Feb 22, 1870, aged 2 yr's, June 15, 1871, aged 40 years.
4 mo's & 20 d’'s.
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ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST CATHOLIC CEMETERY

THE OLDEST DATES WITHE MARKERS ARE: 1900, 1902 & 1903

tu spoczywa

S. R.
Marta Walotka
Wrodzela Sie
Lutego 1875 umarila
Lutego 1902

ROBAKOWSKI
Daughter
Pearl

1898 - 1900

Mike Inda
1903 - 1903
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Joseph Wiora
Mar., 13, 1881

Feb. 8, 1958

Parish Organist

Bernard Korleski

1895 - 1903
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FIRST BELMONT CEMETERY

1Y

On this tall black and white
marble marker are found these names
and dates.

John Otis, killed at the battle
of Vicksburg, May 22, 1862, aged 46
yr's, 6 mo's, & 17 d's. Member of
Co. B, l4th Wis. Volunteers.

Mary Otis, October 7, 1818 -
October 7, 1900.

George Otis, Sept. 9, 1843 =
Nov. 15, 1843,

Now, as there was no cemetery
here in 1843, and the large marble
markers of that type did not come
into existence until about 1900, it
would indicate that the child Geoxge
died and was buried somewhere else
and the father and the son's names
were put on the marker after the
mother died in 1900.

it is safe to assume that the
date of 1843, was not the first bur-
ial in this cemetery.

The oldest date on a marker in
this cemetery 1s for one Ellen E.,
wife of William W. West, and daughter
of William and Nancy Woodworth, who
died June 10, 1852, aged 19 yr's,
2 mo's, & 3 d's.

This broken marker 1s lying
flat on the ground and I had to re-
move sod that covered most of the
marker before I could read the inscrip-
tions.,



FIRST BELMONT CEMETERY

Huron, son of H., P. & A. A.
. Kelsey, died Oct. 7, 1854,
aged 11 mo's & 17 d's.

Adeline M. Fletcher, wife

of Christopher Brown, died
Dec. 26, 1854, aged 26 years
& 4 mo's.,

Abby A., died Feb. 17,
1854, age 15 mo's, daughter
of W. E. & P. E, King.,

Also

Her sister, Rosa C., died
Apr. 29, 1856, aged 17 mo's.
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FIRST BELMONT CEMETERY (Kent Cemetery)

This is the full Taylor lot
on the knoll near the back side
of the cemetery.

21

An interesting incident that
is related by relatives of Annliza
Hawes Taylor is:

While digging for her grave
they unearthed some of the old
original timbers of the log house
where she was born in 1860,

A little Poodle that died
in Florida, that was loved so
much by its owners, that it was
transferred to Waupaca and was
buried on the family plot in this
cemetery.



FIRST BELMONT CEMETERY (Kent Cemetery)

VETERAN OF THE WAR OF
1812
Cemetery records show that Steven

Fletcher died August 22, 1871, aged
76 yr's.

22

Mary Crane, born Mar. 14,
1771, died Apr. 25, 1872, aged
101 yr's, 1 mo., & 11 d's.

The Pinery, March 15, 1872,

A centenarian, Mary Crane,
now living at the home of Mr.
Lincoln, in this city (Stevens
Point), on the 1l4th day of March
1871, became 100 years of age.

She was born on Long Island,
N. Y., in 1771. She distinctly
remembers incidences connected
with the Revolutionary War and
with the close of the war.



GREENVALE CEMETEKY

Located on State Highway 22, in section 36, Town of Belmont, approximately
five miles north of Wild Rose, Wisconsin.

J. L. Dopp sold to the Greenvale Cemetery, for $10.00, the following parcel
of land, commencing thirty four rods south of the quarter post on the section
line between sections thirty five and thirty six, thence running due east seven-
teen rods, thence south twelve rods, thence due west seventeen rods, thence north
to the place of beginning.

Said lot contains one and two hundred and seventy five thousandths acres.

Dated October 16, 1873 Book 90 of Deeds, page 72
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GREENVALE CEMETERY

TWO OLDEST DATES ON MARKERS IN THE GREENVALE CEMETERY

Harriet E., dau. of D, N. &
G, A, Towne, died Oct. 19, 1856,
aged 8 mo's & 13 d's.

John B., son of G. T. &
M. A. Bacon, died Feb. 15, 1857,
aged 5 yr's & 2 d's.

Co. C, 44th Wis. Inf.

Sylvester, son of H. P. &
S. A, Towne, died at Nashville,
Tenn., Feb. 4, 1865, aged 22 yr's,
2 mo's & 7 d's.
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BLAINE TENT NO. 42, KNIGHTS OF THE MACCABEES
WARRANTY DEED VOLUME 63, PAGE 146, NO,30019A

William Madson and Caroline Madson, his wife, of the Town of Belmont, Portage
County, sold to Blaine Tent No. 42, Knights of the Maccabees, also of the Town of
Belmont, Portage County, for the sum of One Hundred and Twenty Five Dollars, the
following parcel of land.

A strip of land twenty feet wide, commencing at the North East corner of
the North East % of the North West %, running West sixty six rods and then a

strip four rods wide running West fourteen rods to the West line of said described
land.

Then a pilece of land commencing twenty feet South of the North East corner of
said described piece of land, running South fifteen rods, then West sixteen rods,
then North fifteen rods, then Fast sixteen rods to the place of starting, contain-
ing about three hundred and seventy eight rods, all in section eight, Township 21
North of Range number ten East.

Dated the 17th day of April, 1899, A, J. Lee, Justice of the peace.

By March of 1902, the Knights of the Maccabees (K O T M) must have had their
new hall built, because in the March 6th issue of the Waupaca Post, this news item
was found. “Henry Brainard of Waupaca has been doing excellent work painting the
interior of the K, 0, T. M, Hall."”

Sometime within the next four years that followed, this new Maccabee Hall
was completely destroyed by fire, because in the April 12, 1906, issue of the Wau-
paca Post was this news item. '"Work on the new Maccabee Hall will soon be commenc-—
ed. The Hall will be built on the same ground and will be extended fourteen feet

on the west end. Wm., Radley will do the carpenter work and Chris Jensen the mason
work,"

Waupaca.Post, April 25, 1906. "The foundation for the new Maccabee Hall 1is
being built by Chris Jensen."

It was the Waupaca Record, dated December 19, 1901, under the heading of Bel-
mont Blusters, I found this 1list of officers for the Knights of the Maccabees.

These may have been the first officers at the birth of the Maccabees at Blaine Tent
No. 42,

December l4th, 1901, the K. 0., T. M. elected their officers for the ensuing
year, 1902.

Sir Kt. Com. M. J. Curtis
Sir Lt. Com. Ed Stinson

Sir R. K. J. C, F. Fletcher
Sir F. K. Charles Doswell
Sir Chap. Sam Nelson

Sir Sarg. H, H., Olson

Sir M. at A. Ernest Taylor
Sir 1lst M. of G. A. J. Ward

Sir 2nd M. of G. Charles Madsen
Sir Sent. William Ward
Sir Picket Chester Taylor
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There was an auxiliary order, a mate to the Knights of the Maccabees, called
Ladies of the Maccabees (L, 0. T. M.), and they elected the following officers for
the ensuing year (1902).

Past Lady Com, Mrs. Jennie Morgan
Lady Com. Mrs. Elizabeth Doswell
Lady Lt. Com. Mrs. Margaret Ward
Lady R. & F. K. Mrs. D. A. Day

Lady Chap. Mrs. Harriet Pray
Lady Sarg. Mrs. C. Olson

Lady at A. Mrs. Julia Cobb

Lady Sent. Mrs. Laura Lea

Lady Picket Mrs. Hattie Smith

The Waupaca Record went on to say that there was also the W. R. C., another
noble order that stands shoulder to shoulder with their mate, the G. A. R., and
often goes them one better, has chosen the following officers:

Pres. Mrs. E. Curtis
Sen. Vice Mrs. S. Kurt
Jr. Vice Mrs. M. Hawes
Chap. Mrs. S, Scott
Treas. Mrs. E. Hanson
Cond. Mrs. M. Bishop
Guard Mrs. Starks

The second Blaine Tent
No. 42, Knights of the Maccabee
Hall., Located One half mile
north of Blaine.

It now belongs to the Town
of Belmont and is their Town
Hall. (1984)

The Maccabee Lodge was organ-
ized to aid and to help others
less fortunate, The Maccabee
Lodge held functions to raise
money to help the needy. They
also had their own Insurance
Company.

Since its inception to its completion in 1902, the Blaine Maccabee hall has
held many community functions down through the years, until about the time of
World War Two. The gasoline and tire rationing kept people closer to home. Soon
television was the rage and people stayed even closer to home. At this point, we
all began to lose our togetherness.,

Besides the Maccabees, the Blaine Community Club held their meetings there.

There were farm institutes held there, annual picnics where the 4 H Club could
exhibit their garden produce, livestock, and forestry work and the girls could
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show off their sewing and cooking skills. It was a big day for all, including a
baseball game and horseshoe pitching contests between neighboring community clubs.
There were games also for the younger children, such as foot races and gunnybag
races.

New Year's Day was another big event each year, when members of the Blaine
Ladies Society and the Community Club would jointly put on a chicken pie dinner.
Oh! That aroma of the coffee cooking on the old kitchen range. I attended the
Pickerel Lake school, which was only a stone's throw away and we chilldren were
allowed to have our dinner there that day.

Ice Cream Socials and Oyster Suppers were other good ways of ralsing money.
Box Socials were popular in those days also.

There was a long horse shed just west of the hall, where the horses could
be tied and blanketed under the shelter to protect them from the elements of the
weather.

It was fun for us older boys to go over to the horse shed to play tag during
recess time, We could climb around on the framework and beams that supported the
building.

There was no basement under the hall, only about an 18 inch high foundation.
There were a couple of places in the foundation where skunks could get under to
hibernate. This was always a good place to trap them, as some of the boys from our
school did.

Saturday night dances were something that the people far and wide looked for-
ward to, be it a wedding dance or just a social affair everyone had a good time.
It was a place where neighbor could meet neighbor., In the early days, when the
town was dry, there was still plenty of White Lightning being passed around out-
side the dance hall. Yes, there were occasional fights that occurred also.

There is still a small building there that houses the old water pump. It had
a cement tank where beverages could be cooled for picnics.

Back in the mid to later years of the 1930's, Alta and I occasionally sold
hamburgers, hot dogs, hot coffee, candy bars, gum and pop from this stand while
dances were in progress. I don't remember of selling potato chips or popcorn at
that time.

Mr., and Mrs. Clarence George, who ran the Blaine store at the time, sold us
these lunch items at cost to them. It was one of their ways of helping some young
people get started in married life and we will always be grateful to them for this.

Inside the downstairs hall, there was a stage across the west end, except
where the doorway came in on the southwest corner. The stage was well equipped
with tall side wing scenes, back stage scenes and roll up curtains in front. It
made an elaborate stage for home talent plays, or even traveling medicine shows,
when the weather became too cool to hold the shows outside in tents.

The stage was torn out about 1932 to make room for a basketball floor for the
youths in the Blaine area. Roller skating was held in this hall after this. The
Blaine Square Dance Club held their dances upstairs, as well as did the Pickerel
Lake Grange in the mid 1940's.
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BLAINE HALL STOCK COMPANY

Apparently the Maccabee's ran out of funds to complete their hall, so the
Blaine Hall Stock Company was organized to take over the completion of the hall
and to manage and run its operations.

Blaine Hall Stock Company under Articles of Incorporation, volume 88, pages
356, 357 and 358 in the Portage County Courthouse. It was recorded June 15.
1906, and was signed by J. C. F. Fletcher, Edward Stinson and Charlie Buck. D. W.
Sawyer, Justice of the Peace.

As stated on pages 356, 357 and 358, the purpose of organizing the Blaine Hall
Stock Company is to manage the renting and the continuing of the hall to bhe built
in the Town of Belmont and the name of the company shall be the Blaine Hall Stock
Company.

The capitol stock shall be $1,200.00, divided into forty eight (48) shares,
each selling for $25.00 a piece.

On QOctober 4, 1945, the Town of Belmont bought the Blaine Hall, in section 8,
from the Blaine Hall Stock Company for the new town hall of Belmont, which is in
use today, (1984).

C C of Dissolution, Volume 176, page 515, Instrument No. 182320, dated Dec-
ember 7, 1945,

Warranty Deed book 169, page 449, THIS INDENTURE, made this 4th day of Oct-
ober A. D., 1945, between the Blaine Hall Stock Company, Town of Belmont, Portage
County, Wisconsin, party of the first part and the Town of Belmont, Portage County,
Wisconsin, party.of the second part.

For and in the consideration of the sum of seven hundred fifty and no dollars
($750.00), for the following described parcel of land. (A strip of land twenty
feet wide), commencing at the North East corner of the North East quarter of the
North West quarter of section 8, then running West sixty six (66) rods, and thence
a strip four (4) rods wide running West fourteen (14) rods to the West line of
said described land. Also a piece of land, commencing twenty (20) feet South of
the North East corner of said described land, then running South fifteen (15) rods,
thence West sixteen (16) rods, thence North fifteen (15) rods, thence Fast sixteen
(16) rods to place of beginning, contalnlng about 278 rods of land more or less,
all in section 8, T21N, R10E.

Blaine Hall Stock Company

Fred M. Hurd, President
Wayne A. Guyant, Secretary

Signed and sealed in the presence of:

Walter E., Wied
Julius B. Jensen

Dated 4th October, 1945. Clarence R. George, Notary Public
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WARD HALL

The old Ward Hall was located on the Wm. Ward Farm, in section 8, approx-
imately three quarters of a mile north of the Blaine corners. About 1900, his
son-in~law, Clyde Adams, took over the farm.

The Ward Hall was a two story building with a full deep cellar used for the
storage of potatoces. The first floor was used as a granary to store grain and
in one end was a room used for a workshop.

There was an outside stairway on the west side leading up to an entry way,
which entered into the second story. There was a low platform across one end for
musicians to sit and wooden benches were on the other three sides.

The outside of the building was covered with large sheets of gray tin sidihg.

This upstairs hall held many functions throughout the early years of the
building.

There were parties, dances and some Fraternal organizations held their meet-
ings there from time to time prior to the turn of the century, before the Maccabee
Hall was built, just a few rods south.

James Burns and Sons, potato brokers and growers, from Almond, bought this
farm and in 1964 they dismantled all of the buildings and took out all fences
to make room for their center pivot irrigation system for potatoes.

There are no visible signs of where these buildings were today. They were
located approximately midway in the South West quarter of the South East quarter,
of section 8, aldng what 1s now County Trunk "A'". Thus ends another one of
Belmont's old halls,

BRANDT HALL

The original building that
sat here in the South East corner
of the South East % of the North
East % of section 8 was a build-
ing about 24 x 38 feet. It is
not known for certain who built
the building, when it was built,
or for what purpose it was built
for.

Warranty Deed 36, page 172,
dated January 3, 1883, Peter
N. Brandt bought the West % of
the North West % and the West
% of the South West % of section
9, from Milo Clark and Emma
Clark, his wife. This was to be

the Brandt homestead.

Front view, now the home of Mr. and
Mrs. John Harsh.
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Warranty Deed 50, page 321, dated February 28, 1891, eight years later.
Peter N. Brandt bought one quarter of an acre in the South east corner of the
South East % of the North East % of section 8, which was adjacent to his 160
acres in section 9, He bought this parcel of land from Charles E. Cobb. It is
my firm belief that Peter N. Brandt bought that quarter of an acre of land sole-
ly for a building that was on it.

The design of the build-
ing with good wooden floors
and windows did resemble some
type of a hall.

There has been recollect-
ions of parties, dances and some
club meetings held in this build-
ing during the first two decades
of 1900.

Mildred (Cobb) Giebink
remembers of practicing for
a school play in the building,
and a group of young people
held their Bird Club meetings
there also.

In later years the build-
ing was used as a granary and
it had a very deep root cellar
underneath to store potatoes.

Side view, from the west side

Warranty Deed 185, page 172/3, dated September 24, 1946

Fred J. Jensen and Olive Jensen, his wife, purchased 4 acres of land from
the Federal Land Bank, described as that part of the South East % of. the North
East % of section 8, commencing at the south east- corner thereof, thence north 16
rods, thence west 40 rods, thence south 16 rods, thence east 40 rods to the place

of beginning. '

This included the building which Mr. Jensen tore partially down and rebuilt
a dwelling which they made their home for a few years.

The dwelling now belongs to Mr. and Mrs. John Harsh who is retired. They
have made many improvements, both inside and out.
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L. D. SCOTT HALL

Located on the Gordon Bell
farm, in the north east corner
of the South East % of the North
West %, section 17.

The photo shows a lean-to
built on the west side as a mach-
ine shed and on the east side is
an entry way leading down some
steps to a partial basement where
they stored potatoes.

It has been written by some
that this building was built by
the Grand Army of the Republic
as their hall. It was the meet-
ing place for the Belmont G.A.R.
Post 115, but I can not find
any records of their building it.

It has always been referred
to as the Luke Scott Hall,

Luke D. Scott owned the farm and lived here also. It is my belief that Luke
D. Scott rented the building to .the G. A, R. after he had built the more recent
one,

Luke D. Scott had the Post Office here at this farm and possibly this build-
ing was part of his Post Office at one time or another.

The G. A. R. and the Son's of the Union Veterans held their meetings in the
upstairs of the building. I have heard that there were artifacts of the Civil
War left on the walls of this building when Henry Stinson took over the farm in
approximately 1912,

There were various other organizations that held meetings in the L, D. Scott
Hall and many an ice cream social and social gatherings were held here also.

?
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CREEKS TO RIVERS AND ON THEY FLOW

The Pearl Creek, sometimes referred to as the Dopp Creek, starts in section
26, Township of Belmont, Portage County, running in a southeasterly direction,-
crossing section 36 and into Waupaca County, where in the northwest corner of sec-
tion 31, Township of Dayton, Waupaca, it becomes.the Radley Creek. Presumably
named after the Radleys of that area,

In the 1923 plat book of the Town of Dayton, it shows the Pearl Creek join-
ing the Murry Creek, in section 20, in the Township of Dayton and from there on
it was called the South Fork of the Waupaca River, emptying into Junction Lake, -in
section 10, Township of Dayton.

The Radley Creek, as it is known today (1982), flows in a northeasterly
direction from its entry into section 31, Township of Dayton, to where in section
29, in the same Township, it is joined by the Murry Creek coming in from the west.
On they flow together as one, and into Junction Lake.

The Murry Creek, sometimes referred to as the McInroe Creek, has its start
in section 22, Township of Belmont, and runs nearly straight east, leaving the
Township of Belmont in section 24, then crossing the extreme southwest corner of
section 19, Township of Dayton, Waupaca County, into section 29, on the extreme
north side where it empties into the Radley.

Here in Junction Lake, named for obvious reasons, in section 10, Township of
Dayton, Waupaca County, the Radley is joined by the Emmons Creek, also originating
in the Township of Belmont., The Emmons and the Radley are both considered top
trout streams.

The largest flow of water leaving the Township of Belmont is the Emmons Creek.
It has its start approximately thirty rods west of Fountain Lake in section 10.
There is here a large culvert under the roadway to allow the excess water from
heavy rains or melting snow to pass through. This empties into a deep ravine
that has been formed by the ravages of time.

In this ravine, water starts seeping in from the underground springs and
then finds its way into Fountain Lake and on its way to the great Atlantic Ocean.

Over the dam on the east end of Fountain Lake, into the old Grant mill creek,
on through the o0ld open dam site of the Grant mill, and the Emmons Creek is on
its way.

Below the original old bridge on the east end of Fountain Lake and below
the falls of the Grant mill, were both excellent holes where the local natives
would spear suckers by the bushel in the springtime.

This was an annual fun time, until the Game Wardens finally brought it
to an end.

Several rods below the Grant mill site, a small spring fed creek, often
referred to as the Rocky Run, empties into the Emmons in section 1l. The Emmons
is running in a southeasterly direction just before it turns east and is joined

by a creek coming in from the south, from the spring fed Dean Lake, in section
13.

The Emmons turns northeasterly and leaves the Township of Belmont in section
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12, and enters into section 7, Township of Dayton, Waupaca County, continuing
northeasterly across section 8, before it enters into Long Lake, one of the Chain
0' Lakes, in section 5.

The outlet from the Chain 0' Lakes is from the southeast corner of Long Lake,
where in the 1923 plat book of the Township of Dayton, this outlet stream is call-
ed Arbor Creek as far as Junction Lake, where it first shows the Crystal River.

It is now called the Crystal River from its' beginning, as it leaves Long
Lake. The Crystal River is now noted for its exciting canoe trips. This beauti-
ful crystal clear water flows eastward down through the picturesque village of
Rural into Junction Lake.

Here in Junction Lake all the water draining from the Township of Belmont's
Pearl, Murry and the Emmons, combined with each tributary melts together as
one, and on out of Junction Lake as the Crystal River they flow.

On the Crystal goes, through Parfreyville and Little Hope where many years
ago 1t was harnessed for water power to run mills, The 0ld Red Mill still stands
today, 1984. After leaving the Little Hope Mill pond it soon enters into section
6, Township of Lind, then turning north, it enters section 31, Township of Waupaca,
where it empties into the 0ld Cary Mill Pond.

On over the dam on the east end of the 01ld Cary pond, continuing in an
easterly direction, where in the southwest corner of section 17, Township of
Waupaca, it flows into the Waupaca River.

The Waupaca River twists and turns like a serpent in a southeasterly direction
until it empties into Weyauwega Lake, in section 6, Township of Weyauwega. From
the outlet on the east end of Weyauwega Lake 1t flows southeasterly into section
11, Township of Weyvauwega, where it flows into the mighty Wolf River., Here the
Wolf River is flowing southward down through Fremont, into section 5, Township
of Wolf River, Winnebago County and on into the east end of Lake Poygan, at Boom
Bay, across it goes into Lake Winneconne, and out the southeast corner into Lake
Butte Des Morts, where it is joined by the Fox River, in section 34, Township of
Winneconne, Winnebago County., At this junction it is two miles wide and seven
miles in length.

The Fox River leaves Lake Butte Des Morts and moves southeasterly through the
city of Oshkosh and into Lake Winnebago. The current turns northward and leaves
Lake Winnebago at Neenah, in the Township of Neenah, over the dam there and on
into Menasha, in the Township of Menasha and into Little Lake Butte Des Morts.

On the Fox goes northeasterly through Appleton, Kimberly, Little Chute, Com-—
bined Locks and Kaukauna, in Outagamie County, where its power is utilized. Short-
ly after passing through Kaukauna, the Fox enters Brown County, traveling northeast~
erly across Brown County, 1t empties into Green Bay at Green Bay.

As we still follow the waters that originated in the Township of Belmont,
we find that from Green Bay the water flows around the thumb of Wisconsin into
the northern end of Lake Michigan, on up through the Straits of Mackinaw, we go,
into Lake Huron, then coming down the east side of the State of Michigan, to the
St. Clair River that divides the United States and Canada, on into Lake St. Clair,
passing through Detroit, Michigan and into Lake Erie. Eastward we go to Buffalo,
New York, down over the mighty Niagara Falls into Lake Ontario, where it leaves
the Great Lakes as the St. Lawrence River running northeasterly into Canada, leav-
the State of New York as its southern border at Cornwall, Quebec, Canada.
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The St. Lawrence still traveling northeasterly into the Gulf of the St.
Lawrence, Here the current turns southeasterly down between Prince Edward Island
and the southern tip of Newfoundland, where all of the aforesaild creeks and rivers
become lost in the mighty Atlantic Ocean.

So the fresh spring waters that bubble from the ground in the Township of
Belmont, Portage County, Wisconsin, can find it's way to the Atlantic Ocean and
even far beyond if it wishes.

LAKES AND PONDS

The Townshlp of Belmont has five lakes all completely within it's borders,
not counting the several frog ponds which never completely disappear even in dry
years, and some that do dry up depending upon the underground water table.

Pine Lake lies totally in section 5 and is approximately 28 acres in area.
Pleasant Lake lies totally in section 6 and is approximately 18 acres in area.
Pickerel Lake lies partly in section 5 and partly in section 6 and is approximate-
ly 50 acres in area.

Neither of these three lakes have an inlet or an outlet. The water area of
these lakes are much smaller now, in 1982, than they were 30 years ago, but the
basic lake beds remain the same. Only the amount of water has diminished in size.

Fountain Lake lies totally in section 10 and 1s approximately 16 acres in
area, It is fed by clear cool springs. As Mr. Malcolm Rosholt put it so beauti-
fully in his book, OUR COUNTY, OUR STORY, "Because of it's splendid isolation,
Fountain Lake sets like a star sapphire against a mounting of tree covered hills,

it retains a sense of wild beauty probably unmatched in the county."

In the mid 1930's Mr. Clifford Caldwell dug many thousand yards of marl from’
this lake. )

At about this point in time, Jack Hurd erected a dam on the east end of the
lake to raise the water level and by doing so, he flooded the marsh and bogs on
the north side, making it the size that it is today. It emptles out over the dam
on the east end of the lake and on into the Emmons,

Dean Lake lies in section 13 and is approximately 4 acres in size. It 1is a
small spring fed lake, but is deep in places. Mr, Clifford Caldwell dug his first
marl from this lake. It also drains into the Emmons.,.

The figures used for the lake areas were taken from a publication called
"71 Wisconsin Maps", produced by the Clarkson Company, Kaukauna, WI. ©No dates
were shown, but it is believed to have been in the mid 1950's,

The Town of Belmont is one of the very few whose lakes are not built up by
cottages and exposed to their pollution.

The United Methodist Church, Inc., known as Asbury Acres, owns most of the land
around Pleasant Lake and owns all the land around Pickerel Lake, except the right-

of~way that is shown in the Deed to the Maccabee Hall.

Fountain Lake and the area east of it now belongs to the Wisconsin Department
of Natural Resources and is public hunting and fishing grounds.
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Dean' Lake still remains private and is closed to trespassing.

Belmont lies east of the divide, which means that the water all flows in an
easterly direction and finds it's way into the Atlantic Ocean; while on the west
side, toward Almond, all waters flow westerly and find their way into the Gulf of
Mexico.

BRIDGES

In the early days before there was a Township of Belmont and the Indians
roamed their land, there were no bridges as we know them today. The Indians would
ford the creeks and rivers at their most shallow places, so their trails would
often follow a creek or river some distance before they would find a suitable
place to cross,

After the white man came and laid out their roadways, it was necessary to
generally stay in a straight line on a section or quarter section line. Therefore,
a roadway may have to cross a creek, not necessarily at the most shallow place,

None of the three creeks that left the Township of Belmont were ever hub
deep to a high wagon, so it made crossing through these a rather easy matter in
the summer time or warm weather., Winter time and cold weather was a different
matter, so bridges were built over these creeks.

The first bridges were logs lald across the creek, with logs or planks laid
across these. Later came the cement culverts and bridges with iron railings,

One author has written that the first bridge that was built in the Town of Bel-
mont was built in section 13, between the two Robinson places. This is Stratton Lake
Road today.

There were other bridges and culverts bullt, such as the one in section 14,
for the Rocky Run Creek, the one over the McInroe Creek in section 22 and the Dopp
or Pearl in section 36. There is also another bridge for the Emmons Creek in sect-
ion 14, the other being the one in section 13 on Stratton Lake Road.

There is a culvert to allow drainage for the excess water from the northeast
quarter of section 10 to pass through. This is under Fountain Lake Ave., at the
base of the hill only a few rods west of Fountain Lake. There was a large concrete
culvert, sometimes called a cow slip, built under the roadway now called Fountain
Lake Avenue in section 11.

James Grant owned five acres of land on the south side of the roadway, so a
cow slip was bullt to permit his cattle to pass through to get to water. Due to
the vast amounts of soil being washed down from the valley to the north, this cul-
vert would gradually fill up with sand and would have to be cleaned out. As the
yvears passed, 1t took its toll and the culvert finally filled up and was covered
over completely., This old cow slip still lies buried beneath the roadway.

This following bit of information was obtained from some town clerk's old
records.

The Town Board met for the purpose of levying the road and bridge tax. John
Peterson was to be paid $197.00 for work that was to be done on building a culvert
below James Grants' and Charles Sanders'. This was dated September 2, 1899. This
culvert was the same cow slip just mentioned.
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The most difficult bridge to maintain in the Town of Belmont was the bridge
first built below James Grant in the northwest corner of section 11 and the south-

west corner of section 2. This old bridge was built on what is now County Trunk
llD’l .

It seems that a bridge of some sort had to be built through this deep ravine,
that had such steep banks on both sides, to prevent further damage to the existing
roadway caused by the water from the spring thaws and heavy rain storms that ran
swiftly through this ravine. These first bridges could be washed out and had to
be filled in again. It seems as if a better bridge was to be built, because in some
old town records, I found this account dated June, 1886,

James Grant was to recelve $25.00 to install a bridge with 13 posts on each
side of the roadway, 8 feet apart. The posts were not to be less than 8 to 10
inches in diameter of sound oak and to have substantial railings on the posts.

In the fall of 1920, the present large concrete bridge was built, which makes
this the largest bridge in the Town of Belmont. Several men of the neighborhood
worked on the construction of this bridge either with a team of horses or by hand.
Frank Dent was the road boss at the time.

Dale Sawyer related to me that he worked on the construction of that bridge
with a team of horses that fall, when he could have been hauling his potatoes
right from the field for $1.00 per bushel, but he put them in the cellar until
spring and then sold them for 25 cents per bushel.

THE TOWN OF BELMONT'S LARGEST BRIDGE

Grant bridge, buillt under
County Trunk D, just below
the old Harry Grant farm.

This new bridge allowed
the excess water from spring
thaws or heavy rains to pass
through. The water. from several
hundred acres to the north had
to pass through this draw.
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The Grant bridge under construction in the fall of 1920. Frank Dent was
the road foreman. Water dralned in bad years through this bridge from sections
two and three and as fatr north as Lanark.

The small bridges that were built previous to this would wash out in fast
waters.
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PICKEREL LAKE GRANGE
Waupaca County Post, Thursday, March 19, 1942
PICKEREL LAKE GRANGE PLANS OPEN MEETING

A lively infant, barely eight months old, the Pickerel Lake Grange will hold
an open meeting at the Blaine Hall, Town of Belmont, the night of March 27, to
which Grange members from other Granges from other communities are warmly invited.

The group at Blaine constitutes the first and only Grange unit in Portage
County, organized last July by Clifford Rugg, National Grange representative.,
The Blaine Grange had an initial membership of 49.

This membership jumped by 12 more members in December when P. 0., Peterson,
Master of the St. Lawrence Grange, Ogdensburg, conferred the third and the fourth
degrees.

Already there is another group anxious to join the Blaine Grange and this group
will be invited, along with all other interested persons, to the meeting March 27.

In addition to the work of the organization, the meeting includes a program of
music, a lunch and moving pictures of interest to dairy farmers.

All rural residents around Blaine are invited, states Miss Hazel Widrick,
Secretary.

The Grange is the oldest and largest farm organization in the United States.
It was first organized in 1875 and has just celebrated its Diamond Jubilee Con-
vention, representing 75 years of strong community organizations built around the
virtues of the American farm home and devoted to rural virtues of education, re-
ligious observance, good roads, better agricultural practices, a fuller and better
social and economic sphere for the entire farm family in America. The Grange is
one of the strongest forces for good in any rural community.

The Pickerel Lake Grange struggled for it's existence all through World War
Two. It saw the coming and the passing of the sugar, meat, gasoline and the tire
rationing. This was a period when travel was curtailed and the people had to stay
closer to home. This was the time for neighbors to become better neighbors at
these meetings.

Bonnie Foster, P. 0. Box 165, Hancock, WI 54943, states that the State Grange
records show that the Pickerel Lake Grange existed from June, 1941, until September
of 1952. While the Juvenile Grange for the younger folks existed from 1951 until
1952,

THE BLAINE COMMUNITY CLUB

The Blaine Community Club was organized sometime about 1920. Its purpose
was to promote educational meetings on the latest in farm crop and livestock
practices, to purchase seeds and supplies for its members at the lowest cost possi-
ble, and last but not least, to bring neighbors closer together through many types
of entertainment.

The Blaine Community Club was the first of its kind in Portage County. They
held their meetings at the Blaine Hall, north of the Blaine corners.
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There was usually a large annual picnic held each year in the later part of
the summer, when the 4-H Club members could exhibit their project works. There
would also be games for both the young and the old such as: Foot races, gunny-bag
races, horse shoe pitching and always a baseball game with some neighboring
community.,

The Blaine Community Club sponsored the boys and girls 4~H Club as early as
1924,

H. R. Noble, who lives at 1732 Spruce Street, Stevens Point, was hired as the
Portage County Agricultural Agent, September 16, 1922, until he retired March 31,
1944,

I have a letter written by him dated July 13, 1982, in which he states that
it was mid-winter of 1922-1923, that he was invited to attend a community club
meeting in the Blaine Hall. He had his wife and baby along and they encountered
badly drifted roads and often had to detour through fields.

The Blaine Community Club was a first in Portage County and he, at this meet-
ing, saw there was a need for other local clubs. As a result, he organized 18
other community clubs in the county.

Mr. H. R. Noble and his boss at the time, L. F. Graber of Madison, Professor
emeritus at the University of Wisconsin, were responsible for introducing alfalfa
to Portage County. Alfalfa seed and marl applications were topics discussed at
the early community club meetings.

WAUPACA POST, 1924, BLAINE COMMUNITY CLUB ORGANIZE COW TESTING ASSOCIATION.

The Blaine Community Club held its regular monthly session, Monday evening,
June 2, at the Blaine Hall.

County Agent H. R, Noble was in attendance and explained the purpose and ad-
vantages of a cow-testing association. The signatures of twenty-eight herd owners
were obtained and a committee consisting of Chester Taylor, Albert Brunker and
Arnold Miller was appointed to complete the arrangements for the organization.

Mr. Noble also gave some valuable information on spraying apple trees.

Orders for binder twine were solicited and terms on same will be obtained
from dealers.

While the meeting of the elders was held in the upper hall, the boys and
girls club met in the lower hall under the direction of Mrs. Chester Taylor and
Mrs. Albert Brunker.

Nine boys reported on the progress of their calves and five reported on
their work with little pigs.

The girls' sewing club is composed of three sections. The tots are learning
the different stiches and making samples of same. The second division are making
aprons and the older girls, kimono night dresses.

A visiting day is being planned for the near future when, with Mr. Noble,

all who are interested are invited to visit the homes of the members and view
their calves, plgs, etc.
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After the business meeting was concluded, Miss Esther Nelson took charge and
a program of music, readings, etc. was enjoyed by everyone.

The Blaine Community Club furnished many hours of entertainment and the mem-
bers were able to exchange many agricultural ideas and saved some money on buying
some agricultural supplies cooperatively.

The Club flourished for nearly two decades and came to an end, as did most
of the other Community Clubs that started afterwards. Thus ended an era when

neighbor worked with neighbor, helping one another.

DOPP COMMUNITY CLUB

The 1little community of Towne had at one time a very active community club
which held their meetings in the Dopp Church.

WAUPACA POST, DECEMBER 27, 1934, The Dopp Community Club offers free enroll-
ment every third Thursday.

Farl Towne gave me the following information. The Dopp Community Club put on
two home talent plays that were presented at Bascom Hall in Madison during Farm and
Home Week. They were presented different years and they were awarded first place
both times.

One play entitled "Dust of the Road", had the following cast: Giles Radley,
Margaret Dopp, Isaac Lowe, Earl Towne, Robert Jones, Alden Attoe and a Mr. Williams.
The play was coached by Pearl Dopp.

The other play was entitled "Bread", and had the following cast: Charles
Bowers, Giles Radley, Florence Lipke, Zilpha Davis, Elizabeth Davies, Hazel Frater
and Earl Towne. Pearl Dopp was the coach and I have heard that she wrote the play
also.

The Dopp Community Club had many interesting programs throughout the years
such as spelldowns, debates and music contests.

TOWNE NEWS ITEMS

WAUPACA POST, APRIL 24, 1902. This place is to have daily mail after May 15,
by way of Wild Rose. Bids for carrying the mail are now in order. Up until this
time, mail for the Towne Post Office was picked up at Crystal Lake.

WAUPACA POST, SEPTEMBER 10, 1903, ©Notice has been recelved that the post
office will be discontinued September 30 and rural free delivery begins October 1.

WAUPACA POST, APRIL 24, 1902. There are nine new DeLaval separators in the
vicinity,

WISCONSIN 4-H HISTORY
As found in "50 years of 4-H Leadership'" written by Mrs. Theresa Serafin.
The years from 1902 to 1907 were the ploneer years in boys' and girls' club
work. ‘The work in Wisconsin started in 1904 when Prof. R. A. Moore of the Agronamy

Department of the College of Agriculture interested boys and girls in planting
improved seed corn varieties.
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He took a supply of seed corm to Richland County and gave enough seed to plant
a quarter of an acre to each boy and girl willing to cooperate. The corn was grown
and displayed at county fairs and prizes were provided by the fair association.
These early boys' and girls' agricultural clubs were the forerunners of the 4-H as
it is known today.

The passage of the Smith-Lever Act by Congress on May 8, 1914, made a Cooper- .
ative Extension program in agriculture possible between the U. S. Department of
Agriculture and Land-Grant Colleges. The College of Agriculture, University of
Wisconsin, was one of the Land-Grant Colleges which started such a program. On
October 1, 1914, T. L. Bewick was appointed Wisconsin's first State 4-H Club Leader.

A plan to organize boys' and girls' agricultural clubs in Wisconsin was
adopted. This plan called for a definite organization with the usual officers, an
adult leader, regular meetings and a series of projects. Clubs were formed in
schools and rural communities under the direction of the local teachers.

The Lynn Junior Farmers Club of Walworth County 1s generally recognized as the
first club organized with closely related goals and objectives of present day 4-H.
It was formalized by T. L. Bewick on October 30, 1914,

The boys' and girls' program grew by leaps and bounds. As the program grew,
its' image centered around the four-leaf clover emblem and the pledge and the organ-
ization became known as 4-H.

The 4-H program also took on additional emphasis, such as what can work with a
project do for the boy or girl. We have seen that they learn to do by doing pro-
cess is a process in a sense of developing better young people in terms of their
competencies in leadership, citizenship, willingness and desire to work with others.

With the additional emphasis being placed on the young person himself, 4-H
began to go where the youth are. Thus 4-H is on the move, gaining new acceptance
and success in our rapidly growing urban society. 4-H has now opened doors for
the city and inner core project groups.

The 4-H is also increasing in scope and breadth. Young people are interested
in such a wide variety of topics that new projects are always being tested and
added to the 4-H program.

Even though the environment has grown from all rural to now include active ur-
ban and city programs, the theme of 4-H is ever present to provide education exper-
iences as a means to gain the desired ends of being self-reliant and responsible
citizens of our society.

The 4-H movement was started by Harrison R. Noble, 60 years ago when he was
first appointed as the Portage County Agricultural Agent. That would be back in
1923, Most people think of him as Harry or H. R. Noble.

The four H's stand for Head, Heart, Hands and Health.

I pledge my head to clearer thinking, my heart to greater loyalty, my hands
to greater service and my health to better living, for my Club, my community and
my country.
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BELMONT'S BASEBALL TEAMS

Blaine Baseball team taken sometime before 1914

BLAINE TIGERS. Owner and driver of the car is John Peterson. The model and
year of car is not known. In the back row behind John Peterson are his brothers,
Pete and Julius Peterson and the next man was not identified. On the end in the
back row is Alfred Doughty. Middle row beside John Peterson is Fred Hurd and Zern
Gray. In the front row left to right is Clifford Gray and Glenn Dent.

The first baseball players in the Town of Belmont ‘were strictly local farm
boys just providing Sunday recreation for both themselves and the spectators that
came to see them play. Some of the families packed a pilcnic dinner and spent the
afternoon watching & ball game. It seems as if nearly every community had a base-
ball team.

In the later years as baseball became more professional and the players had
better equipment to play with, they started to import players from other areas to
help produce a championship team,

I will try to name as many of the young men that I can remember or ever heard
of as playing on a Blaine baseball team while they were living in the Town of
Belmont.

Henry, Leg, Merle and Don Bruley; John, Pete, Julius and Alfred Petersen;
Clifford and Zern Gray; John Collier; Elmer Olson; Fred Hurd; Walter, Bert and
Donald Wied; Alfred, Bob and Vance Doughty; Glenn, Dale, Phillip, Harold and Arlie
Dent; Harry, James, Leonard and Richard Vaughn; Lyle, John, Raymond and Lloyd Von
Gunten; John Porter; Wayne Guyant; Adrian and Leland Brunker; Merle Turner; Harold
Rasmussen; Chester George; Julius "Babe'" and Jack Czajkowskil.

Blaine had a team in the Central Amateur League in Portage County for many
years.,

On August 16, 1939, Blaine defeated Plover 13 to 3, which turned out to be
the last game the Blaine team played together. The following was the line-up of
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that game. This is the batting order.

Arlie Dent at 2nd base, Walter Wied Jr. at lst base, Morris Vesperman at
short stop, Donald Wied at catching, Wally Halverson in left field, Harold Ras-
mussen at 3rd base, Wayne Guyant in center field, Bob Doughty in right field and
Leonard Vaughn pitching.

Since there was no longer to be a Blaine Baseball team, they broke up, some
going to Almond to play and some to Lanark.

In the Stevens Point Journal for Sunday's game, May 16, 1940, between Almond
and Lanark, at which Lanark was badly beaten. The following was the batting line-
up of both teams.

LANARK ALMOND
D. Peskie LF Sultz 1st B
W. Guyant 3B W. Wied Jr. 2B
H. Rasmussen CF D. Wied SS
Miller SS Davidson CF
D. Vaughn C 0'Keefe C
G. Peskie CF Reader RF
Reading 1B Tess LF
Dent 2B H. Wittmann 3B
C. Peskie P J. Czajkowskil P
Harris P
M. Turner RF
Leary . P
H. Vaughn CF

Dopps and Heffron both had baseball teams at one time or another but it seems
as if after World War Two, more and more of the small community baseball teams dis-
appeared from existence.

These are some of the Dopp players: Buss Radley; Farl, Garth and Leland Towne;
Duane, Dale and Harold Baitenger; George, Frederick and Jack Frater; Clifford
Green; Alan Walters; Chuck Carr; Jim Knaebstedt; Lowell Dromolka; Donald Santoski;
Lane Attoe; Duane Sheets and Bruno Jensen. Not all of these men lived in the Town
of Belmont.

These are some of the Heffron players: Ben Dulskij; Gordon and Leonard Green;
Joe, Jack and Jim Koshollek; Harry Prybylski; Joe and Frank Petrick; Frank Novak
and Bruno Jensen. Some of these men also did not live in the Town of Belmont at
the time.

HORSE SHOE PITCHING

Dopps and Blaine had horse shoe pitching teams. Horse shoe pitching was a
common sport at community get togethers and picnics.,

Dopps had a cracker jack team and won many events. The players were: Albert
and John Williams; Robert and Albert Potts; Reuben Baconj; Woodrow Testin and Earl
Towne.

Henry and Merle Bruley; Hans and Elmer Olson-and Ingvor Rasmussen were the
main members of the Blaine horse shoe pitching teams of the 1920's and the 1930's.

Leonard and Richard Vaughn also pitched to some extent.
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There is a story that has been told about Hans Olson and his son, Elmer, hav-
ing a horse shoe pitching duel to determine which one of them was going down in
the basement and shovel up the rotten potatoes.

It seems as 1f they were speculating that the potato prices would go higher
in the spring, but the price did a reverse, which it had a habit of doing and still
does. Consequently, the eight foot high pile of potatoes in the basement by May
had settled to a four foot high pile and had a bad odor. Well, Hans, the father,
lost the contest, so he shoveled up the potatoes into boxes and Elmer pulled them
up by a rope and dumped them into a manure spreader to be hauled out on the field.

BANDS AND ORCHESTRAS
In the 1903 - 1904 Wisconsin Gazetteer 1t lists a Blaine Brass Band.

J. C. ¥. Fletcher and his band played at community functions in the early
1900's.

In a Belmont Bluster news item, 1n one of the Waupaca papers sometime in the
early 1900's, was thils article. "The Band Boys seem to have a good deal of grit
and get-up to them, From the beginning they have had many obstacles to overcome,
but they have the tenacity of a nine lived cat, even in this cold weather they are
meeting and practicing twice a week."

PICKEREL LAKE SCHOOL HARMONICA BAND

The picture was taken at the Lincoln School about 1927 or 1928. Eva Hardell
was the teacher and instructor.

Pictured from left to right: Orville Benjamin, who was the director, next
is Lois Wied, behind her is Elvira Boelter, behind her is Harold Dent. Back in
front is Arlie Dent, behind him is Harold Rasmussen, back in front is Vivian
Christensen, behind her is Glenn Von Gunten and Arden Boelter. DBack in front is
Edwin Hess, behind him is Kenneth Vaughn, back in front is Duane Ellis, behind
him 1is Claire Turner. Back in front Merle Turner, behind him is Phillip Dent and

Wayne Guyant.
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BILL HILL'S BAND

Indian Bill had a three piece band that played for some of the local dances
at the Blaine Hall. Mary Peterson played the plano, Bill Hill played the drums
and Walter Jendrzejczyk (Jensen) played the saxaphone.

The Glenn Dent family played at local functions as well as some dances. This
family of six, all played musical instruments.

Glenn Dent played the violin, his wife, Elsie, played the piano and the chil-
dren: Phillip, played the clarinet; Harold, the trumpet; Arlie, the trombone and
Carol, the youngest member of the family, played the clarinet and piano. Carol
being much younger did not play at dances. '

Dancing was popular at house parties years ago. There was usually a fiddler
or an accordian player to furnish the music. They had none of these fancy bright
lights, or a loud sound system. Just good old time music.

Frank Wiora and Ed Szambelan played thelr accordians at many house dances in
the Town of Belmont. FEach would take his turn at playing so the other could dance.
Most often a hat was passed for donations to pay the music.

There were also many public dances in the Blaine Hall and at Heffron. Heffron
still has occasional dances.

Many individuals in the Town of Belmont played one type of an instrument or

another down through the years. I will not try to name them all for fear of miss-
ing someone.
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CHAPTER 7

TWINS



BELMONT'S TWINS

The Township of Belmont lies in the extreme South East corner of Portage
County. For the most part the soil is a sandy loam, rather rolling and stony in
areas,

The Township of Belmont may not be the most fertile township in Portage Coun-
ty, but it 1s sure the richest township in its' number of sets of twins.

This Township of six square miles, with no cities or villages, has produced
over thirty-five sets of twins down through the years.

These sets of twins were elther born in the Township of Belmont, one or both
of the parents were born in the Township of Belmont, or one or the other parent
had lived at one time in the Township of Belmont.

The greatest number of sets of twins came from a radius of not more than
one and one~half miles from Blaine. So beware and drive with care when motoring
through the Blaine vicinity.

I will list the sets of twins as I remember them and the ones that I have
been informed of by various people, also thelr birth dates and the names of the
parents.,

Myrta Hellen and Myra Ellen Taylor, twins of
Hannah Rebekah Sutherland and Albert Taylor
Born in the Town of Belmont, April 19, 1871.

Pearl E. and Grace E. Dopp, twins of,
Della Darling and Joseph Lawrence Dopp
Born in the Town of Belmont, January 13, 1881

Edna Louise and Ensign Morgan, twins of,
Hannah Jane Smith and Fred Morgan
Born in the Town of Belmont, August 19, 1888

Edna Gladys and Frances Guyant, twins of,
Jennie Bucknell and James Edward Guyant
Born in the Town of Belmont, December 20, 1888

James Darius and Jessie Green, twins of,
Effie Sarah Garter and Darius Emery Green
Born in the Town of Belmont, September 29, 1892

Della Dorothy and Ella Pauline Brandt, twins of
Ingabor Johanna Mortensen and Peter Nelson Brandt
Born in the Town of Belmont, December 19, 1893

Albert Anthony and Theodore Jendrzejczyk, twins of
Maryanna Sweich and John Jendrzejczyk
Born in the Town of Belmont, April 21, 1917

Goldie Agnes and Gloria Alta Picchlottino, twins of,

Rose Lutz and Joseph L. Picchilottino
Born in the Town of Belmont, October 10, 1928
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Jerry Wayne and Gary Frank Guyant, twins of
Alta Erniestine Dent and Wayne Allen Guyant
Born in the Town of Belmont, July 1, 1943

Doris Kae and Darlene Rae Pomerenke, twins of
Verna Mae Pike and Henry William Pomerenke
Born in the Town of Belmont, April 13, 1946

Denise and Donna Petrick, twins of,
Florence Clara Warzynski and Joseph Anthony Petrick
Born in the Town of Belmont, February 25, 1946

Adam and Eva, twins of,
Katherine Cahoy and Joseph Kobida
Born in the Town of Belmont, October 10, 1917

Karen Lee and Kaye Loulse Von Gunten, twins of,
Jeannette Gertrude Viereg and John Leland Von Gunten,
Born August 25, 1942

John Leland Von Gunten 1s a son of the late Pearl
Fletcher and Otto Von Gunten, and he was born in

the Town of Belmont.

Diane Ellen Peterson and a stillborn twin, twins of,
Viola June Dent and Arnold Howard Peterson

Born November 7, 1946

Viola June Dent is a daughter of Zada Alta Lewis and
the late Dale Dent and she was born in the Town of
Belmont.

Robert Arlie and Richard Gordon Dent, twins of,
Audrey May Osterhuls and Arlie Raymond Dent

Born November 22, 1946

Arlie Raymond Dent is a son of the late Elsie Mae
Rogers and Glenn Burr Dent, and he was born in the
Town of Belmont.

Dennis David and Denise Darlene Wied, twins of,

Margaret D. Sorensen and Walter E. Wied Jr.

Born October 9, 1950

Margaret D. Sorensen 1s a daughter of the late Agnes
Caroline Dalscard and Hans Sorenson Sr., and Walter E.
Wied Jr. is a son of the late Ethel Mae Hansen and Walter
E. Wied, Sr., and both were born in the Town of Belmont.

Charleen Ann and Sharon Elizabeth Hautzer, twins of,
Caroline Agnes Hurd and Mathew I. Hautzer

Born August 19, 1949

Caroline Agnes Hurd is a daughter of Elsie Belle Smith
and the late Fred M. Hurd and she was born in the Town
of Belmont.

Larry Joseph and Mark James Frank, twins of,
Mildred Irene Guyant and Joseph James Frank

Born March 2, 1951

Mildred Irene Guyant was daughter of the late Mary

Elizabeth Sawyer and Allen James Guyant. She was born
in the Town of Belmont.
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Gayle Marie and Coleen Dawn Pomerenke, twins of,
Martha Ann Krebs and LeRoy Earl Pomerenke

Born December 4, 1953

LeRoy Earl Pomerenke is a son of Verna Mae Pike
and Henry William Pomerenke., He was born in the
Town of Belmont.

Kay Frances and Gay Cynthia Pope, twins of,
Phyllis June Guyant Sawyer and Paul Edward Pope
Born August 24, 1952

Phyllis June Guyant is a daughter of the late
Mary Elizabeth Sawyer and Allen James Guyant.

She was born in the Town of Belmont but was
adopted by Olive and Dale Sawyer, when an infant.

Pamela Lynn and Paulette Lee Green, twins of,
Barbara Ellen Burns and Robert John Green

Born March 16, 1955

The late Robert John Green was a son of Bertha
Darrow and James Darius Green and he was born in the
Town of Belmont.

Duane Orville and Donald Stephen Clark, twins of,
Florence Szambelan and Luman Clark

Born January 1, 1958

Florence Szambelan i1s a daughter of the late Frances
Sydra and Stanley Szambelan. She was born in the
Town of Belmont.

Douglas Herbert and Darren Fred Schulke, twins of,
Lorraine Ruth Borchert and Harvey Paul Schulke

Born October 15, 1966.

Harvey Paul Schulke is a son of Loraine Prill and

Fred W. Schulke and he was born in the Town of Belmont.

Troy Leslie and Tracy Lea Corbin, twins of,

Doris Kae Pomerenke and James Corbin

Born September 27, 1967

Doris Kae is a daughter of Verna Mae Pike and Henry
William Pomerenke and she was born in the Town of Belmont.

Lynn Rae and Lisa Mae Trzebiatowski, twins of,

Delores Sandra Petrick and Casmir Charles Trzeblatowski
Born February 23, 1973

Delores Sandra Petrick is a daughter of Florence Clara
Warzynskl and Joseph Anthony Petrick and she was born in
the Town of Belmont.

John Theodore and Tara Elizabeth Turner, twins of,
Vickl Lorraine Griswold and Ross John Turner

Born March 3, 1978

Ross John Turner is a son of Lula Katherine Wiles and
John L. Turner and was born in the Town of Belmont.

Daniel Lee and Donald Lee Heise, twins of,
Helen Ann Rasmussen and Arnold Duane Heise

Born March 10, 1978
Helen Ann Rasmussen is a daughter of Mildred Irene
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Sherman and Arnold Edwin Rasmussen and was
born in the Town of Belmont.

Danielle Vanise and Danette Vanessa Modrzewski, twins of,
Denise Petrick and John Mark Modrzewski

Born January 24, 1980

Denise Petrick is a daughter of Florence Clara War-
zynski and Joseph Anthony Petrick and was born in

the Town of Belmont.

Timothy Lawrence and Thomas Lewis Corbin, twins of,
Doris Kae Pomerenke and James F. Corbin.

Born November 27, 1980

Doris Kae is a daughter of Verna Mae Pike and
Henry William Pomerenke and was born in the Town
of Belmont.

Patti Sue and Peggy Ann Sorenson, twins of,
Ethelyn G. Wing and Hans D. Sorensen Jr.

Born October 29, 1946

Hans D. Sorenson Jr., lived for some years on his
parent's farm in the Town of Belmont.

Nancy Lee and Carol Lynn Mehne, twins of,

Jean Mary Czajkowski and the late Kenneth Mehne

Born September 28, 1946

Jean Mary is a daughter of the late Irene J. Wuersch
and the late Julius Czajkowski Sr., and lived on her
parents farm in the Town of Belmont, before her
marriage to Kenneth Mehne,

William Francis and Mary Joan Peroutky, twins of,
Virginia Loulse Vogel and Frank William Peroutky.

Born July 15, 1952

Frank William Peroutky is a son of the late Mr. and
Mrs. Frank Peroutky, who was the buttermaker at Blaine
for many years.

Jeffrey Alan and Gerald Arthur Packer, twins of
Judith Arlene Bergman and Carlton James Packer
Born June 8, 1961

Judith Arlene Bergman is a daughter of Mrs. Fred
Weihler and spent much of her school days 1n the
Town of Belmont.

David Andrew and Jesse Allen Liebl, twins of,

Lori Ann Mallison and William Joseph Liebl

Born April 14, 1980

Lori Ann Mallison is a daughter of Doris Ailine
Bergmann and Donald Lea Mallison. Donald Lea is a

son of Norma Pomerenke and the former Raymond Mallison
and was born in the Town of Belmont
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Jody Lynn and Wendy Sue Kussman, twins of

Judy Mae Menadue and John Samuel Kussman

Born February 10, 1965

Judy Mae Menadue is a daughter of Norma Pomerenke

and James Menadue and was born in the Town of Belmont
as was her mother, Norma Pomerenke, who was a daughter
of Marie Pike and the former John Pomerenke.

Eric Peter and Suzanne Wenchowskl, twins of

Laurel Brandt and Gerald Wenchowski

Born July 21, 1968

Laurel Brandt is a daughter of the former Edith
Carlson and Clarence Brandt. Clarence Brandt was
born and ralsed in the Town of Belmont, having twin
sisters, Ella and Della Brandt.

Lawrence and William Nohr, twin sons of Lawrence

and Sara M. Oleson Nohr, born in Helsingbar, Denmark,
November 14, 1853.

Lawrence died August 10, 1938 and is buried in the
Lakeside Cemetery, Waupaca, without a marker.

William passed away October 19, 1936 and is buried
in the First Belmont Cemetery.

Fred Harold and Frank William Nohr, twin sons of

William and Almeda Kelsey Nohr, born in the Town of
Belmont, March 6, 1886,

Anna Martha and Raymond Jacob, twins of
Martin and Kathrayn Koth Haiduk, born July 23, 1920

in the town of Belmont.

William Jr. and Lillian Madson, twins of William G.
and Caroline Yorkson Madson, born January 16, 1885 in
Amherst, Wisconsin, but spent their youth in the

town of Belmont.

Karen and Carol Pray, twins of karl F., and Bernice
Miller Pray, born March 12, 1957. Earl F. Pray

was the son of Bert L. and Margaret L. Wood Pray, and
he was born in the town of Belmont.

Mar jorie Marie and Marvin Mather, born January 25,1921
twins of Robert Earl and Grace Irene Sawyer Mather.

Grace Irene was the daughter of Stillman Ervin and Nellie
Hewitt Sawyer born in the town of Belmont.

Willis Hough and Hollis Page Sawyer, born August 17, 1926,
twin sons of 0Olga Marie Matheson and Morris Roylance
Sawyer. Morris was a son of Allice Emily Hough and Don

W. Sawyer, born in the town of Belmont.

Amy and Glenn Buckholt, born March 3, 1968, twins of
Marion Hill and David Floyd Buckholt. David was born in
the town of Belmont.

50



Billie Jo and Bobby Jo, twins of Bruce Jason and
Theresa (Knutson) Buckholt. Born January 28, 1975.
Bruce spent much of his childhood in the town of

Belmont and his father, Floyd Henry Buckholt was
born there.

Joel Steven and Janice Elaine, twins of

Dr. Lloyd Gordon and Evelyn Elaine (Sarnowski)
Minton. Born April 20, 1960. John Sarnowski,
father of Evelyn Elaine farmed in the town of
Belmont.

James John and Joseph Edward, twin sons of

John James and Myrtle Edna (Wendlandt) Henke. Born
August 23, 1949, Both the father Harvey Harold and
the grandfather, Otto William Henke, 1lived in the
town of Belmont.

Barbara Ann and Thomas David, twins of

Thomas Lawrence and Bernice Eloise (Minton)

Nobles. Born November 8, 1946, Their grandmother,
Susan Ann Dopp was born in the town of Belmont.

William Frank and Walter Gustav, twin sons of

Frank William and Viola Augusta (Fillnow) McIntyre.

Born June 30, 1936, The father, Frank William Mclntyre,
was born in the town of Belmont.

Lawrence ‘Charles and Larry Claude Petersen, twin sons

of Theodore and Betty Jane Pohl Petersen. Born Jan-
uary 23, 1948. Henry Francls Petersen, grandfather

of the twins, was born and raised in the town of Belmont.

Judy and Joan, twin daughters of

Edward W. and Naomi Margaret (Palfrey Bass. Born
January 11, 1938. The grandmother, Myrtle Ann Palfrey,
was born in the town of Belmont.

Grant and Sherman Stringham, twin sons of John and
Laura Ann (Robinson) Stringham, born in the town of
Belmont in 1865,

Jean and JoAnn Moore, twin daughters of Leslie F.
and Elizabeth (Vaughn) Moore, born February 26,
1932. Elizabeth Vaughn was born in the town of Belmont.

Marvin and Marjorie Marie, twins of Robert Earl and
Grace Irene (Sawyer) Mather, born January 25, 1921.
Grace Sawyer was born in the town of Belmont.

Andrea Lynn and Sarah Ann, twin daughters of Stephen
and Regina Ann (Kuemmeth) Wimmer, born October 30, 1981.
Their grandmother, Marie Doris "Mary" (Czajkowski)
Kuemmeth was born in the town of Belmont.
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Maxine Velda and Merceda Matilda, twin daughters of
Earl R. and Velda L. (Krause) Webster, born February
25, 1938 in the town of Belmont. Both deceased in
infancy.

Tammy and Tommy, twins of Robert Eugene and Joan Beard
(Burke) Richards, born .  Their grand-
mother, Margaret Harriet Palfrey, was born in the town
of Belmont.

David Henry and Dennls Henry, twin sons of DeWayne
Lee and Marcelline Lillian (Schimke) Bruley Sr., born
in , 1954, Their grandfather, Lee Henry
Bruley was born in the town of Belmont.

Philip G. and Foster T. Larsen, twin sons of Hans and
Margaret Luretta (Saxton) Larsen, born June 24, 1906,
Their mother was born in the town of Belmont.

Kenneth Robert and Keith Arthur Larsen, born October
7, 1936,

Jerry Jay and Larry Lee Larsen, born May 16, 193

Rex Albert and Robin Arlene Larsen, born September
4, 1949,

All are twin sons born to Albert Kenneth and Winnie
Wilma (Wilson) Larsen. Their grandmother, Margaret
Luretta Saxton was born in the town of Belmont.
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CHAPTER 8

FEARLY NEWS ITEMS
COUNTRY HUMOR

HUMAN INTEREST STORY



EARLY BLAINE NEWS ITEMS
WAUPACA RECORD, APRIL 25, 1901. OGDEN'S UNCLE TOM'S CABIN
It is probable that Charles Ogden will open his show this year at Blaine,

as they have been anxious to have him come for two years. Mr. Ogden will start
about the 15th of May and with the biggest and best troupe he has yet placed upon

the road. He expects to remain out all winter and will probably travel in his
own private car through the south.

WAUPACA RECORD, DECEMBER 12, 1901
Walter Turner has recently had a telephone put in his house.
WAUPACA POST, MARCH 20, 1902

Don't forget, Earnest Taylor's barber shop is running at full blast on mailn
street.

Earnest Taylor had a new telephone put in his house,.
WAUPACA POST, APRIL 17, 1902

The Blaine blacksmith moved from the corners the 12th of April. May good
luck and prosperity go with him, is the wishes of his friends in Blaine.

WAUPACA POST, AUGUST 7, 1902. ICE CREAM SOCIAL

There will be an ice cream social at L. D. Scott's Hall, Thursday evening,
August 1l4th.

WAUPACA POST, AUGUST 14, 1902. NEW INDUSTRY

Another new industry has started upon a farm of Les Dunham, about two miles
north of the Blaine corners, in the way of a skunk ranch.

WAUPACA POST, OCTOBER 15, 1903

A photographer from Wild Rose 1s located at Blaine. Anyone wishing pictures
taken will do well to give him a call before going elsewhere,

WAUPACA RECORD, FEBRUARY 9, 1905

Fremont Fletcher is in the lumbering business at Steadman's swamp and saw-
mill,

WAUPACA POST, JANUARY 4, 1906

Mrs. Earnest Taylor is still engaged in doing up-to-date dressmaking, as
she 1s well posted on all the city styles,

WAUPACA POST, JANUARY 23, 1908

There is quite a number of thousand feet of hardwood and pine logs being
sawed into lumber near the James Grant mill.
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COUNTRY HUMOR, A WAY OF LIFE

I have added these bits of country humor, as I found them in the various
newspapers of the time.

Waupaca newspaper dated September 23, 1914. There is no heading on the clip-
ping, but it would have been the Waupaca Post or Record.

Four and twenty brave men went to kill a bear; the best man amongs't them
couldn't touch a hair.

People in this vacinity have been confined to their homes all on account
of a big horrible bear seen in the neighborhood. Some German artillery of ancient
make came from the west with intentions of possibly annihilating Mr. Bear, but had
to retreat from the field of battle.

It